DEPARTURE FROM FERNANDO PO.     429

his crew much reduced in numbers from sickness,
which appeared unlikely to diminish, and fearing
also, that his operations would be retarded for the
want of stores, determined to make a visit to Sierra
Leone ; by this step, hoping to re-establish the
health of his men, and to procure the necessaries
of which the Colony stood in need. Accordingly,
making the requisite arrangements on the esta-
blishment, and committing it entirely to the charge
of Captain Harrison, he got under weigh in the
afternoon, when we made sail out of Maidstone
Bay, and stood for the opposite coast, with the
Agnes' long-boat in tow.

On looking back at this incipient colony, and
reflecting upon the probabilities of its future des-
tiny, a few thoughts arise, which this appears to be
the proper place for inserting.

The formation of a new settlement amongst an
uncivilized people   must  always be  an event of
interest, whether  we regard it in a political  or
moral point of view, as extending the power of the
parent nation, or spreading the advantages of im-
provement in  regions hitherto sunk in the dark-
ness of barbaric ignorance.    The objects proposed
by the British Government in establishing a colony
at Fernando Po appear to have been three-fold,
and not less connected with political than moral
results.

First, to create facilities for promoting our com-
mercial relations with the districts of tropical Africa,